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Our Curriculum Aim 

At Wygate Park Academy, we pride ourselves on working in partnership with parents and the local community, in offering a comprehensive, broad and flexible curriculum, to ensure the needs of all learners are met and that children leave with a love 

for lifelong learning. At Wygate Park, every child is recognised as being a unique individual and we celebrate and welcome differences within our diverse local school community. Our curriculum recognises our unique context and the different starting 

points for many of our children. Exposing children to rich real-life experiences, inside and outside the classroom, enables a deep contextual understanding, equitability, and creates passion for life-long learning. As soon as a child walks through the door 

at Wygate, we aim to help develop interpersonal and social skills, build resilience and help children become creative, critical thinkers. 

At Wygate Park Academy, the curriculum is designed: 

• To promote a positive attitude towards learning, so that all children enjoy coming to school and embrace new challenges and possibilities; pushing their own boundaries. 

• To enable chn to develop their own knowledge, understanding and skills; being “determined to succeed” and becoming independent thinkers and questioners, acquiring a solid basis for lifelong learning. 

• To encompass a strong focus on vocabulary and oracy throughout its lesson design to ensure that all children have the capacity to communicate effectively. Being able to communicate effectively, allows children to access learning and provides 

a deeper understanding within reading which can then be applied to writing. Effective communication also supports children as they transition from school life to their adult life.  

• To develop children into positive, active members of society with strong values, that promote the vision and ethos of the school, and will allow children to become active, function members of society. 

• To embed effective teaching practices, which see teachers expecting everyone to succeed by offering high levels of support or extra challenge for those who need it, so that all pupils can access the learning at the expected year group standard. 

• Enable a smooth & robust transition from EYFS into Y1 and from end of KS2 into KS3. The School has a clear transition action plan in place for each of these transitions, as we recognise the importance of preparing children for these next stages 

of their educational journey. 

 

 Our Curriculum Foundations 

At Wygate Park Academy, we understand the need for a deep, layered approach to knowledge acquisition in which all age-related expected knowledge is carefully mapped out, delivered, monitored and applied. 

Pupils naturally compartmentalise what they learn according to the specific context in which the learning occurred. This makes it difficult for pupils to recall and apply that knowledge in multiple contexts. Helping pupils build upon prior knowledge, and 

appreciate their knowledge and skills can be effectively applied in multiple contexts, is a conscious part of the teaching process at Wygate Park.  

What will we see: 

• Positive role models from staff, with clear behaviour boundaries in place in classrooms. Children are all aware of what is expected and how to behave and act around the school, including positive interactions with staff & peers 

• Teachers continuing their own professional development journey, bushing boundaries of innovation and forward thinking. Our whole School Community, not just the children, foster the need to continually push and challenge ourselves. 

• Children to be independent in their thinking & learning. Self & peer assessment strategies are embedded into daily practice. School learning environments and classrooms promote “independence” allowing children build resilience. 

• A Curriculum that is progressive in all subject areas, allowing children to make connections between previous learning, and link this to help them move forward with current learning  

• Vocabulary rich environments in all classrooms, especially in EYFS, with children understanding and building their use of correct vocabulary in a range of different situations 

• A School environment promoting a love of Reading and using this as a gateway to unlocking confidence in speaking and communicating. 

 

READING 
At Wygate Park, we believe that reading is the “Gateway to 

Learning”. We place a huge emphasis on teaching and 

embedding early reading skills around phonics, teaching 

children reading strategies to enable them to unlock their 

true potential. A whole school approach around reading for 

pleasure and fostering a love for reading is rooted in our 

daily school life. Platforms such as Reading Eggs & Bedrock 

Vocabulary supplement enticing reading environments in 

classrooms. A well-resourced, diverse school library, as well 

as a robust approach to monitoring and tracking reading 

scheme books helps no child to be left behind. 

 

The Wygate Way 

Along with high academic standards, the school places great emphasis on nurturing kind, honest and compassionate citizens. These qualities are reflected in “The Wygate Way” – a list of values that underpin the School’s curriculum and 

what will encourage children to take responsibility for their actions and to work collaboratively as part of a whole school community. Ultimately, The Wygate Way is used to encourage our children to develop the life skills to become 

confident, caring citizens, who can play a positive and active role in modern society and helps our children to be in charge of the choices they make and that they are accountable for their own destiny. 

 

R Resilience – which helps our children overcome setbacks and challenges and builds the mindset around how to deal with these when they come, positively. 

E Empathy - which helps pupils put themselves in the position of others and encourages them to show the kindness they would expect in that position. 

A Ambition – helps children to raise their aspirations and shows them what can be achieved - and to set their goals high. 

C Compassion – develops the feelings of sympathy and concern for others around them, and helps build tolerance – an extremely important value, especially in the wide multicultural society that they are growing up in. 

H Honesty – which helps our pupils develop integrity. 

VOCABULARY and ORACY 

Vocabulary and oracy are at the heart of our 
curriculum. Enriching children’s knowledge of words 
enables them to access and make connections across 
writing, texts and the wider curriculum.  
Vocabulary rich learning environments, glossaries 
written and developed by children,  children 
understanding and applying “technical” vocabulary 
across all subjects, the use of visual stimulus, film and 
access to a wide variety of text genres, are just some 
of the strategies to embed vocabulary within the 
curriculum that we use at Wygate Park. 
 

EXPERIENCE BEYOND THE CLASSROOM 

We have developed a series of diverse approaches 

within our curriculum that enrich our children's 

learning experience. Engaging in these activities is 

planned to develop our children's character through 

resilience and motivation, supporting them to be well-

rounded, culturally rich individuals. These include trips, 

visitors into school, local Heritage weeks, orienteering, 

outdoor learning opportunities as well as specific 

geography and science fieldwork. 

AMBITION & CHALLENGE 

School learning environments and classrooms 
promote independence, allowing children to build 
resilience and develop a growth mindset. 
Self and peer assessment strategies are embedded 
into daily practice. Independence and individual  
values are nurtured through our school strategies 
including the school’s ‘House’ structure, School 
Council, Mini Police, House and Deputy House 
Captains, Restorative Practice, book monitors, 
Playground Leaders and the school’s book ‘swap 
shop’. 
 
 



Primary Curriculum Summary 2020-2021 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our holistic curriculum 

Our innovative curriculum steps beyond the knowledge we wish the children to build on through their primary years in order to be fully prepared for their secondary learning. We firmly believe that knowledge is a powerful tool, the more 

children know, the more they can learn. We care about the holistic child, seeing everyone in our school community as a unique individual, and have created a learning environment that will inspire a thirst for learning from Reception to 

Year 6 and beyond. The recognition of where we live is threaded through their primary learning so that our children not only become a valued member of our community but they themselves value where we live and the heritage that they 

are part of. 
A crafted curriculum design brings learning to life and deepens our children’s understanding of the world around them. Our termly planning delivers a sequence of knowledge and concepts which lay the foundation for a lifelong of 

curiosity and a fascination for learning. Whilst making sure our children make progress through challenge, we also make sure they have a secure understanding of each step of learning to maintain and develop their future learning. 

Nurturing our children’s cultural capital, we value individual creativity and critical thinking. Our inclusive approach to learning means that all children are given the opportunity to explore, investigate and immerse themselves in the arts. By 

learning to respond to topical issues in a variety of ways builds resilience and an understanding of the diversity of our society that we aim to stay with them for a lifetime. 

Subject Managers lead learning and support colleagues to develop and integrate our knowledge-rich curriculum into exciting and engaging daily practice. They use regular monitoring discussions throughout the school to ensure the 

building blocks of learning are effectively retained by our children as they construct their webs of knowledge to rely on as they broaden their study. 


