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To Staff, Parents/Carers and other interested parties 

22 November 2018 

Dear Consultee 

Proposal to Expand Wygate Park Academy 

The Boston Witham Academies Federation (BWAF) is commencing a consultation process on the 

proposal to permanently expand the capacity at Wygate Park Academy within the federation with an 

implementation date of September 2019. 

The Local Authority (LA) has a statutory duty to ensure that there are sufficient places to accommodate 

all pupils of school age in Lincolnshire. Over the past few years the LA has been working with primary 

providers across Spalding, including BWAF, to increase the number of school places available to meet 

the growing demand for school places in the local community. 

Although a new school has been built and a number of schools have been expanded and numbers are 

more stable, there is still some pressure on places in this area of Spalding, particularly in respect of 

Reception intakes from the new housing estate as young families settle and the estate matures. As a 

consequence, the LA are supportive of Wygate Park Academy’s proposal to increase their capacity to 

help meet the needs of the local community.  Additional places at Wygate Park Academy will contribute 

to ensuring that sufficient school places are available in this area of Spalding to meet future demand 

and prevent overcrowding. 

It is important that BWAF gathers and considers all views on this proposal prior to making a decision 

on whether to proceed.  

The proposal being consulted on is to permanently expand the school with two additional classrooms 

from the existing capacity of 210 places based on a Published Admission Number (PAN) of 30 to 270 

places, with a proposed implementation date of September 2019. The PAN will remain at 30, but these 

additional classrooms will allow the academy to over-offer for large cohorts where there is a need to 

and will provide much needed physical space for the children already on roll as they move up through 

the school from large intakes previously taken to meet demand. Through a previous agreement with 

the LA, one-year group currently accommodates up to 60 pupils and the academy would continue to 

work with the LA through over-offering against the current PAN for future intakes if required. 

 

 



The following information outlines the reasons for the proposal and explains why there is a need to 

expand this school and how the expansion can benefit the children and the community. 

Reasons for the Proposal to Expand Wygate Park Academy 

National birth rates, mostly concentrated in more urban areas, have been steadily rising in recent years. 

This increased birth rate, combined with inward migration and particularly new housing development, 

is increasing demand for primary school places. This area of the Spalding community may experience 

a shortage of available places if capacity at the local school is not increased.  

Having additional classes and more children on roll at the school will also have financial and 

organisational benefits for the school. The school are currently using a 'community room' as a classroom 

and this proposal would potentially enable this space to be brought back into use as it was originally 

intended.  Should the proposal be approved the LA has committed to fund the building of the two new 

classrooms.   

BWAF intends, from within its own resources, to take the opportunity to extend and remodel its current 

kitchen facilities to enable children to enjoy fresh hot meals, cooked on site. 

In addition, this may potentially provide the opportunity to enhance teaching provision and career 

opportunities for staff which in turn will benefit the learning experience of the children. 

Have your say 

If you wish to comment on this proposal, then please return the response form by 5.00pm on 20th 

December using the contact details provided at the head of this letter.  

Copies of all documents related to this proposal, including an electronic version of the feedback form 

can be found online at www.wygateparkacademy.net.  Hard copies are available on request. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A.P.Reed         
CEO 
The Boston Witham Academies Federation 

http://www.wygateparkacademy.net/

